FIRST TIME APPLICANTS
All first time applicants
For all first time applicants, please consult the Guidelines for Completing Form 1 prior to preparing your application.  We encourage you to ask an experienced researcher with recent CHREB experience to assist you as you prepare your first application.
Invitation to meet before submitting your application
To help make the CHREB process user friendly, first time applicants are invited to meet with the chair to go over their application prior to submission.  If you wish to arrange a meeting, please call the chair at 403-220-7990 or 403-210-9757 or email to omb@ucalgary.ca or ggodlovi@ucalgary.ca.  Usually these meetings take about 45 minutes provided you have prepared draft documents.
Methodological Considerations
In all cases the board is looking for methodological soundness, ethical engagement with subjects, respect for confidentiality and evidence of funding and administrative support to ensure the study will not need to be abandoned before meaningful results can be generated.  Some studies are mixed methods studies involving both quantitative and qualitative aspects.
QUANTITATIVE STUDIES

Quantitative studies typically involve controlled testing of a hypothesis by a stated method in a specific population under specific conditions and with controlled variables.  Quantitative studies include any of Health Canada clinical trials, patients, health care service providers, pathology samples, health images, chart reviews, public health and epidemiology.
CHREB requires identification of the study, the investigators and coordinators, the methodology.  

For all quantitative studies other than preliminary proof of concept and pilot studies, you need to have a statistical design to ensure that the study properly conducted will generate meaningful and statistically significant results.  Justify your population sample size. State your method of data analysis.  This applies equally to all quantitative studies.
As you approach the application form you need to consult and pay attention to Health Canada Guidelines <url>, the Tri-Council Policy Statement on Research in Humans <url>, the University’s policies on research  <url> and the Health Information Act of Alberta  <url>.
Ensure that you have consulted with a biostatistician if your study is a local investigator initiative.  If the study is sponsor initiated, the biostatistics should be provided by the sponsor in the overall protocol.
QUALITATIVE STUDIES

Qualitative studies typically include interviews, surveys and questionnaires in populations of patients, health care service providers, public health, epidemiology and health policy planning.
CHREB requires identification of the study, the investigators and coordinators, the specific qualitative methodology/methodologies you propose to use.   Justify the proposed number of participants you plan to enrol in your study. State your method of data analysis.

If the project is your thesis project, provide CHREB with a copy of your supervisory committee proposal approval letter.

You use the same application form and templates as for all other studies.  As you approach the application form you need to consult and pay attention to the Tri-Council Policy Statement on Research in Humans <url>, the University’s policies on research  <url> and the Health Information Act of Alberta  <url>.

