Researchers should note that there is formal agreement (dated 2004) between the Alberta Cancer Board, the University of Calgary/Calgary Health Region and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta regarding ethics review of research protocols.

This agreement allows these Boards to share reviews of research studies with the hope of improving the efficiency of study approval for individual investigators, while at the same time ensuring that research has the necessary review as part of the oversight responsibility of the REB’s.

The process in the University of Calgary/Calgary Health Region will not change, as this is the formal approval of what we have been doing informally for the last eighteen months.  Individuals submitting a protocol that has already been approved by the Alberta Cancer Board or the College of Physicians and Surgeons should so indicate on the application form, and should also enclose the approval letter from the other body.  The protocol will be reviewed by the Centre for Advancement of Health/Child Health Research Committee for impact only and not for science.  It will receive one review by a member of the Conjoint Health Research Ethics Board.  If no issues are identified an approval letter will be issued by the Chair without the protocol going to the full Board.

The process has thus been simplified considerably, although the Chair reserves the right, where there is concern about a protocol, to take it to the Board for full discussion before issuing the approval letter.  The Board may also rescind the approval granted by the Chair, and request further information from the investigator

The Community Research Ethics Board of Alberta (Alberta Heritage Foundation for Medical Research) is interested in joining this agreement, and discussions have begun.  The Health Research Ethics Boards of the University of Alberta feel that the University of Alberta regulations do not permit them to join the agreement at this time.  Nevertheless, subject to the approval of the Chair, Conjoint Health Research Ethics Board, protocols already approved by the University of Alberta/Capital Health Region will have a shortened review process in the University of Calgary/Calgary Health Region.

